U.S. Mining Industry Health & Safety S \NMA

By any measure, the U.S. mining industry has made “When safety is a value, you strive for absolute perfection, set your goals at zero injuries and manage accordingly.”

significant advances in protecting the health and Alan C. McMillan

safety of its skilled and highly-trained workforce. President, National Safety Council

This improvement, documented statistically from

multiple independent sources, has been sustained, Overall U.S. Mine Safety and Health, 1990-2003

dramatic and long-term, and is the result of seven Category 1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003*

key trends: No. of Mines 16,158 13,859 14,413 14,623 14,520 14,346

« A commitment by management, No. of Miners 404,315 361,647 348,548 347,228 329,114 319,241
employeesand regulators to a goal of zero Fatalities 122 100 85 72 69 56
fatalities and injuries; Fatal Injury Rate 0329 0303 0272 0232 0237 0198

*  Better equipment design; Al Injury Rate 8.36 6.30 5.13 4.75 4.60 4.18

* Technological advances;

* Improved engineering methods;

*  Advanced and continuous training;

* Integration of safety management process
systems;

Source: Mine Safety and Health Administration. Includes stone, sand and gravel; *=preliminary

BLM Estimates of Nonfatal
‘ ' Occupational Injury and Illness
* Strong oversight and assistance from Since passage of the Mine Health and Safety Act in Rates by Industry Division, 2000-

the US !"Ilne Safety and Health 1977, mining deaths have declined by 77 percent. 2001
Administration.

U.S. Mining Fatalities, 1979-2003

. , « According to the most recent National Safety
As reflected in one company’s motto — “Safety Council data, mining's 2001 occupational

First: Production Will Follow” — the industry 300 - o ]
has made safety and health a core value. This injury and illness rate of 4.0 cases per 100 full
value is integrated into all aspects of company 250 k\ time workers in 2001 ranked it next to the
operations from top to bottom, and evident in .Ik lowest I.R. among major industries.
communications and procedures at the workplace. 200 1 ‘ Industry Total Cases
Recognizing that even one serious accident is too II‘K ‘k 2000 ( 2001
many, the mining industry is headed in a positive 150 Manufacturing 9.0 8.1
direction.t.oward .ac.:hi.evir?g the ulttimate goal of 0 III‘IN'IK‘..& Construction 83 79
zero fatalities and injuries in the 21 century. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIi |. l. 'I Ag. Forestry & Fishing 71 73
50 b Transp. & Public Utilities 69 69
p . . . Wholesale & Retail Trade 5.9 5.6
‘More and more mines are making safety a value in
every part of their operations each day, and this is mov- 0 e rmmgeme Tty YT T """ Services 4.9 4.6
ing us toward a true culture of prevention — the key to L MINING 4.7 4.0
improved performance.” Finance, Ins., & Real Estate 1.9 1.8
‘ David Lauriski Source: Mine Safety and Health Administration. Private Sector Average 6. 57
Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Mine Safety and Health Source: National Safety Council, “Injury Facts,” 2003

edition, page 61).



